Lesson: Parturition

Vocabulary Words and Definitions

1.  Parturition:


The process of giving birth.

2.  Colostrum:


The first milk produced by the mother that the calf receives.  This milk contains 
vitamins, antibodies, and enzymes that help the calf.

3.  Labor:


Muscular contractions of the uterus that dilates the opening of the cervix and moves 
the offspring through the birth canal.

4.  Amniotic sac:


A sac that contains amniotic fluid that is used to protect the fetus.

5.  Placenta:


A membranous organ of exchange between the maternal blood and the fetal blood. 
It also secretes certain hormones that support the pregnancy.







                      Name:__________________

      







Date:___________________

Title: What is Parturition?
Lesson: Parturition

Classroom Activity

Purpose:

The purpose of this activity is to introduce the word parturition and learn what it means.

Activity Directions:


Given the word parturition, describe what you think the word means.  After you have guessed the definition, give your work (do not write down your name) to your teacher.   After reading the guesses, your teacher will then start a discussion with your class about what parturition really means and how it relates to animals.

Materials Needed:

1. A piece of paper.




Name:__________________









Date:___________________

Title: Parturition Video
Lesson: Parturition

Laboratory

Purpose:

Parturition is the process of giving birth.  The purpose of this lab is to allow you to watch an animal going through parturition.

Procedure:

Materials:

1.
Video about Parturition. (Sources: Cal Poly SLO (VEP), Texas A &M)

Sequence of Steps:

1.
Watch the video carefully.

2.
In the observation section, write down any pre-birth behaviors which are exhibited by the dam.

3.
Observe and record behaviors exhibited by the dam during birth (when the offspring is delivered).  Record your observations in the observation section.

4.
Record post-natal behaviors exhibited by the dam in the observation section.

5.
Record any major problems the dam exhibited during parturition. 

Observations:
Animal Observed:________________________________________


1.
List any pre-birth behaviors exhibited by the dam.

2.
Record behaviors exhibited by the dam during birth.

3.
Record behaviors exhibited by the dam during the post-natal part of parturition.

4.
Record any problems that may have occurred.

Conclusions:
1.  What is the definition of parturition?

2. What are some common signs that would show you that parturition is beginning?

Lesson: Parturition

Bank of Questions

1.
Question:
What is parturition?


Answer: 
The act or process of giving birth.

2.
Question:
List the signs of approaching parturition.

Answer:
1. 
Distended (swollen) udder.



2. 
As parturition approaches fluid contents of the udder change from a watery solution to a thick, milky colostrum.



3. 
Muscles in the rear of the cow begin to shrink or fall away.



4. 
There is a noticeable enlargement and swelling of the vulva.



5. 
The dam becomes extremely nervous and uneasy.



6. 
Muscular contractions are evident as labor begins.

3.
Question:
Three to six hours after parturition the placenta (commonly called the ______________ ) is expelled.


Answer:
Afterbirth.

4.
Question:
Describe the normal presentation of the calf during parturition.


Answer:
A. Front feet first.



B. Head



C. Shoulders



D. Middle



E. Hips



F. Hind legs and feet
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