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Forestry and Natural Resources

Unit 10:  Management of Game Species

Unit 10: Management of Game Species

Lesson 4:  California Waterfowl

Duration: One Hour

Students will be able to:

1. List the major species of waterfowl in California and describe their major characteristics including; habitat range, mating and feeding habits.

Suggested Activities:

10.4A
Game Identification Field Trip - Visit a marsh, bog or lake and do a complete assessment of the food supply available for waterfowl.  Identify available plants.  Study particles in the water to determine whether they might be used as food for ducks.  Screen small plants and animals from the mud, sand or gravel on the bottom and edges of the body of water.

10.4B
Oral Report - Have each member of the class choose a species of waterfowl and prepare a short written and oral report to be shared with the class.  The report should address: description, range, preferred habitat, diet, nesting habits, rearing of young, migration routes, natural enemies and unusual features or habits.

Teaching Outline

I.
California waterfowl (TM p 20, 21): 

A.
Ducks

1
Surface feeding ducks (also called ''dabblers or "puddle ducks")  

a.
Favor smaller, shallow inland lakes, ponds or marshes 

b.
When taking off, they bound virtually into flight 

c.
Able to easily walk on land

d. Most versatile feeder of all waterfowl; eats aquatic plants, terrestrial animals, crops, grasses, and weeds.

2.
Diving ducks  

a. Usually feed underwater 

b. When swimming they paddle along the water's surface

c. Feet are far to the rear which makes walking on land difficult 

d. Usually eats aquatic foods and small animals

B.
Geese

1.
Distinguishing characteristics 

a.
Larger than ducks 

b.
Longer necks than ducks 

c.
Legs placed forward on body enabling them to easily walk on land 

e. Males and females look alike 

2.
Habits  

a.
Breed at 3 years of age

b.
Mate for life 

c.
Nest on the ground or will use nests of other birds 

d.
A clutch (nest of eggs) ranges from three to ten eggs 

e.
Male guards nest during the 28 day incubation 

f.
Frequently feed in fields and are vegetarians 

g.
Molt once a year after breeding season 

C.
Swans 

1.
Distinguishing characteristics  

a.
Most are very large, all white with necks longer than their bodies 

b. Male and female look alike 

2.
Habits  

a.
Feed almost entirely in the water

b.
Mate for life 

c.
Breed at four years 

d.
Build a large bulky nest on the ground

e.
Lay two to eleven eggs  

f.
Male guards nest during the 35 to 40 day incubation

g.
Molt once a year after breeding season
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