Forestry and Natural Resources

Unit 1: Introduction to Natural Resources


Unit 1:Introduction to Natural Resources

Lesson 4:  California’s Bioregions

Duration: Two Hours
Students will be able to:

1. Define bioregion.

2. List the components of a bioregion.

3. Identify the six bioregions of California.

Suggested Activities:

1.
Have students research your bioregion.

2.
Have a representative from the California State Parks Department speak to the class about their “Coming Home to California” bioregion project.

Teaching Outline

I.
Bioregion: “life-place”

A.  Bioregionalism: becoming aware of the unique characteristics of climate, watersheds, soils, land forms, cultures, and native plants and animals that define the place in which one lives

B.
Components of a bioregion

1.  Natural habitats (from desert scrub to coastal rain forests)

2.
Native flora and fauna

3.
Geology

a.
California’s geological faults

b.  Earthquakes

4.
Watersheds

a.  Ecosystem perspective

5.
Climate

a.
Temperature

b.  Precipitation

6.
Human influences

a.
Native Americans

b.
California today

II.
California’s bioregions

A.
North Coast: coastal rain forest; redwoods; rivers; pristine mountain ranges; dramatic coast line 

B.
Central Valley: fertile agricultural soil; drastically transformed from its natural state; still characterized by riparian forests and wetlands (although greatly reduced 
due to agricultural expansion)

C.
Central Coast: rolling hills; oak woodlands; estuaries; where the north meets the south

D.
Sierra Nevada: alpine mountain range with glacial gorges and ancient bristle cone pines; the “backbone of the state”, as well as its water source

E.
Los Angeles Basin and Transverse Range: little rain; very high human population; sandy beaches; foothill chaparral; high deserts; greatly transformed from its natural state (due to urbanization and other human activities)

F. Peninsular Ranges and Colorado Desert: low desert to the east; coast is characterized by sandy beaches, coastal scrub and high human population.
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